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humour. When he was wounded in the knee and
led a life of forced inactivity, he used to spend
long hours listening to the Marshal de Villars tell
of his military exploits and certain of his adventures
in love; and he did not turn a hair at a freedom
of language that would have been too much for
many Frenchmen of the twentieth century.

The Court, outwardly circumspect, used to hear
the most outspoken conversations where every-
thing was called by its name; the Princess Palatine
with her ill-chosen frankness was no exception;
indeed the grossness and crudity of language 'was
a link with the tradition of Rabelais. Barbier
humorously relates an incident between the Duchess
de Gontaut-Biron and Mme de Rupelmonde, both
ladies of honour to Marie Leczinska. In the
course of an official ceremony, the Duchess de
Gontaut-Biron with an affected air tried to push
in front of Mme de Rupelmonde; the latter caught
hold of her arm, and then nasty looks were the
prelude to a violent dispute with unsparing use of
the coarsest language. One should not expect
from this refined and elegant nobility, that gravi-
tated towards Versailles, a restraint of language
that they had not, nor ask of them a purity of
morals that was quite beyond their knowledge.

Set in such an environment it is a wonder to
see how Louis XV kept free from its taint and
preserved a chaste and circumspect attitude right
up till his twenty-second year* The last months
of the year 1727 were marked by the return of
the Due de Bourbon; the queen rejoiced in a